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SAT Participation High in

By TIM FITZMAURICE
Staff Reporter

FALLS V[I"__LAOB—A new stale

admission standard.

Dr., Theodore S. Sergl, acting state
commissioner of reported
this week that u:DOEswdylmim

study re-

pnns that Connecticut had the :umm
:mdmtparucl ton rate In the nation
onthis year’s Aptitude Test
(SAT), but the siae's education com-
missioner uld average test scores

should be hi;

Judi Moore, director of ‘guidance at
Housatonic Valley R.e;lmm High
School, said this week that it is desir-
able to include as many senior stu-
dents as possible in the SATM
butshe noted that higher participation

rales do tend to lower average mtu
because many

wellasl\renle AT store declines. -
Connecticut’s 80.8% student par-
u | on mate was first In the nation
25,569 of the state’s high school
u:lluu taking the 1994 SAT, an im-
pressive increase fromonly 68.7% in
1985 and nearly twice the 42% na-
tonal wul;l!\hixynl'.
Region 1 participation raies arc not
yet available for 1994, but in 1993
some 61.9% of F Valley

Female students, who historically
post lower average SAT scores than
male students, equaled the 426 male
average siate score this year on the

portion of the lest and ex-
ceeded the national average score fog
women by five poinis (see chart).

The 454 average female score on
the SAT math section Lhis year, how-
cver, was {ar below the average male
score of 492,

Racial disparity is cvident in SAT
results with the DOE repont stating
that a “persistent gap between minor-
ity and non-minority student scores

i i h ities of

Regional High School sm:omuokmc
SAl
C

states
mpuollen.e-boum students \cuke lh:

Thn:SAﬁ are administered nation-
mde 10 hlgh school mlor:n\dmmy
itasakey

ware, which lagged far behind wilh a
68% student participation rate on the
1994 SAT tests. Mississippi and Utah
wereal the botiom of the list with only

4% Tates this year.

Average SAT Participation and Scores
for Connecticut, Region 1 Students

Statewide Region 1

%  VERBAL MATH % VERBAL MATH
194 B0.B 426 426 492 454 NA* NA NA
193 79.6 431 428 495 454 619 451 475
1992 79.2 435 426 491 450 557 441 471
191 78.9 431 427 489 448 €5 436 461
1990 734 433 427 490 452 58 442 47
1989 743 444 427 496 451 73 & 448 464
1984 67.7 443 430 490 447 496 4% 462

* 1934 figures are nol avsilable from HVRHS, which does not break sut scores by gender
1 “The College Board, the state Department of Education and Housatanic

SOURCE:
Valley Reglonal High School

Sepe. L1PH

the *“Two Connecticuts.'™

There was a 216-point gap be-
ween all white and black student’s
average scores on the 1994 SAT and
a177-point dilference between white
and Hisoanic student scores acrossthe
state this year.

While SAT participation was up
this year, the average lest scores were
down with Connecticut's average
score on the verbal section of the test
dropping four points to 426 and the
mle‘nverq: scorc on the SAT math
portion falling two points 1o 472 afier
& four-point gain in 1993, that brought
the stale's lvm;: math score 10 &
seven-year hij

Connecticut's 898 average fordhe
combined SAT tests this ycar was
slighdy below the 902 national aver-
age and regisicred a six-point drop
from 1993,

Commissioner Sergl noted that,
“While we are pleased with Connecti-
cul's participation rate, these scores
are just not good enough. Connecticut
should aspire 10 be better than aver-
age. Qur goals should be 10 achieve
the highest scores m the nation as well
as the highes panicipation rate.”™

See SATS, Page A4

Salisbury Town Meeting Adopts
Tax and Foreclosure Ordinances

ByTIM FITZMAURICE
Staff Reporter

SALISBURY — New property
tax ghatement and foreclosure ordi-
nances were enacted ol a special town
meeting Tuesday that also approved
nearly $170,000 in transfers fromLhe

fund (o cover budget deficits.

First Sclectman Bud Troua ex-
plained that a new lown ordinance

at the meeting allowing the town Lo
auction off foreclosure properties to
recoup back laxes.,

Trotta said the foreclosure ordi-
nance was enacted on the advice of
‘Town Counsel Ralph Elliot “to protect
town interests.”

‘The town's initial auction offer
may not exceed taxes owed on the

property plus related
Surplus fund transfers were also

now allows h 1o apply for
a propenty tax abatement if the Laxes
they owe the town exceed 8% of their
annual income,

‘Trotta sald the'propenty tax abate-

dence m town, Applcants must also
provide proof of income documents
and apply for the abatement no later
than 30days before axes aredue or 10
daysafier an undetermined tax bill has
been assessed.

The abatement ordinance can re-
duce interest rates from 18% 10 6% as
anincentive 10 homeewners who may
be able to pay their Laxes ata later date.
Back 1axes become alien on foreclo-
sure properties if the amount remains

Trotta added that tax programs 1o
aid elderly persons on fixed incomes
and nonprofit organizations are al-
ready in place.

A new ordinance was also enacted

atthe Tuesday evening town

PP

meeung (0 Cover COSt overTuns on
three budget line ltems.

A property tax refund deficit of
$22,444 involved the resolution of
propenty revaluation dispules, princi-
pally a setlement pursued by land-
owner Adolph Mueller.

Town Hall window frame damage
not covered by insurance and the in-
stallanon of electric heaters in the

Sec MEETING, Page Al4

You'll Dial 203 for In-State
Phone Calls After Sept. 24

By ROBERT B. LONGLEY
Staff Reporter

LAKEVILLE — Starting Sept. 24,
Cennecticut residents making Iung
distance ielephone calls or sending
faxes within the state will have Lo dial
202 before the seven dign number.
The new system will set the stage for
the advent of the state’s sccond area
code — 1o be introduced within the
nex five years,

Under the new plan, callers from
Salisbury dialing Winsted or Kent,
for instance, will have Lo punch 1-203
‘before the number they're calling, In-
stead of the current 1 plus the number,
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And automatic dialers in computer
modems and faxes will all have Lo be

adjusted if the call s owside the im; _

mediate dialing arca.

Only customer convenience is
affected. Thecosiforin-stalelong dis-
tance calls will not be afTected by the

new, according 1o Southemn
New England Telephone (SNET)
spokesman Bill S

But the addidonal dialing will un-
doubiedly prove frustrating 1o callers
who are used 1o dialing | plus the
number Lo reach a number elsewhere
in the state. The always annoying
computer-generated voice informing
one that their "call can not go through™
will greet those who lorget the 203 ad-
dition.

To help educate the public about
thechange, SNET plans a series of bi-
lingual radio and television spots dur-
ing thelast three wecks of September
“We'llalso beinforming customerson
their monthly bills, We want to make
sure everyone knows this change is
taking place,” Seckamp said.

The change was mandated by a
govemmental  lelecommunications
group called the North American Num-

See DIAL 203, Page Al4

Fall in the Berkshires
Is Coming Next Week

Readers will want 1o look out for
the special “Fall in the ﬂuhh:rﬁ
s pecial section that sppears in next
week's edition of The Lakeville Jour-
nal and The Millerion News.

Where 10 go, what to see, where 1o
shop and places to dine in the Berk-
shires are fcaturcd in this special sce-
tion devoled Lo our neighbors Lo the
north.

20 Tar O1d Land Trust Instrumental
State, But Educator Thinks In Protectmg 6000 Scenic Town Acres
Test Scores Could be Better ' '

PHOTOGRAPH By ROSERT A. HATOH

Land Trust Pioneers
Among the raur:;{riar the Salisbury Land Trust are Doris Walker and
GuosPope, seated,kad Mitch Finlay and Bill Morrill, standing. They and
others Intown have protected 3000 acres under permanent conservation
casements fo the trust, preserving the lang from futyre development.

thlage Center Adds 20 New Parking Spots

More Parking

By GEORGE BOOKMAN
Special to The Lakeville Journal

‘With more than 3000 acres of sce-
nic land under permancnt protection,
msﬂijburyu:d'l"rw.nmmluu
of the Salisbury Association, is mark-
ing its 20th anniversary this year,

In that time, anumberof 1own
residents has given acreage and con-
servation casements of property tothe
trust, thussaving theland from future
development.

‘With the help and encouragement
of the land trust, another 3000 acres
have been conveyed 1o the Navona)
Park Service 10 protect the Appala-
chian Tral, and other important prop-
erues have beea given as parkland 1o

Lown.

Today a total of 16% of thelown's
acreage — some 12,000 acres — is
under some form of protection. This
includes another acres under
the wing of privale conservation
groups, government agencies and 1n-
stitutional owners such asthe lown's
several prep schools, s churches, the
M. Riga Association, and the waicr-
shed of the Bridgepon Hydraulic
Company.

With 20 years of successful his-
tory behind 11, the Salisbury Land
Trust continucs as a leader in this
community program for preserving
natural beauty and open space for fu-
ture generations. Carolic Evans, who
13 in charge of land acquisition for the
Connecticul Nature Conservancy says
Salisbury's high percentage of pro-
tected land is “very impressive™ and
makes ita leader among land rrusts
in the state,

The nspiration  for  Uns major
conservation effort was the namral
beauty that abounds in Salisbury, Gus
Pope, along-ume resadent of the town,
remembers being touched by this while
walking one day — more than 20
years ago — along Salmon Kill Road
with a friend from California. The
visitor looked up toward the rugged
crest that looms above the valley and

FHOTO By CHARLOTE REID

A town crew worker puts finishing touches on the newly created parking area in Lakeville that became
available this month. Some 20 new parking spaces have been carved out of Centennial Park, the biggest
increase in parking spots in recent memory.

Life in China Is Sobering to

By CHARLOTTE REID
Staff Reporter

LAKEVILLE— In the normal
course of events, Malcolm MacLaren
is happily occupied tending 75 shecep,
100 cows and 50 pigs on his Lakeville
farm, For several years he and his wile,
Linda have been pusictuating each week
with a Saturday np 10 Manhattan’s
farmers’ markets o sell meat from the
farm.

But last month he wenl a lot fanher
than just from Lakeville 1o Manhaitan.
On August 12, he New 10 Cluna with a
delegation of 11 other fammers to spend
the better part of iwo weeks Lalking 1o
Chinesc farm leaders about a subject

dear 10 his hean: “sustainable™
w:r?:u]:me wherchy farmers use mini-
scule amounts of fertilizer and as few
other aruficial. man-made ingredients
ble. He behieves that not only
Qmm:woruulwhokmmmp
squandering 1LS FCSOUITES 10 survive.

“China has 23% of the world popu-
lation, but  only 1% of the world’s
anable land,” MacLaren said, “Erosion
Is amajor problem for them. They face
tremendous pressure from their grow-

ing population and consumecr demands
‘Thewr population 1s going up 1.6% a
year, Their gross national product is in-
creasing 12%a year If they keepusing
their water and gas and other resources
to force food producupn to arufically
Tigh levels, they will be spoiling the
land for future gencrauons and doing it
ai the expense of the cnvitonment ™

So, MacLaren talked to Chincse
farmers aboul rotational graring, about
using mimmal spraying direcied at ac-
tual rows of com rather than spraying a
whole field, about using natural prod-
ucts like rock phosphate rather than ar-
uficially made urea that lakes vemen-
dous amounis of gas and oil and walcr 1o
manufacture

“They are under such pressure 10
produce food that they Uy lo ﬁl two
crops of com off each field ™ In thewr
haste, the farmers bum the suaw that is
left on the field beiween crops.
MacLaren would have liked 10 582 them
mcorporaie Uthis nto  the soil which

would have taken only a day or IwO nc:

morc and would have enriched the soil
and kept down the pervasive smuog
He came away with some very dis-
unet impressions from His bnel visit
First, the smog m Beying, whichis a

major problem, MacLaren said. “The
coal they use has 8 10 10% sulfur content
which 15 comung out of the chumneys as
sulfurdioxide 1t was very hot mBmmg
and the smog made us uncomfornable =
He came back sull coughing

Then there weze the crowds. “lhave
never felt more crowded in my lifethan
I dvd in the railroad stauon in Beijing.
The crowds were huge but very orderly,™
he sad. *You had your own space even
in the crowds. Perhaps pan of i1 1s be-
cw.u:meydm 1 look you infhe eycor

push

He was impressed with the boolmn;
cconomy they saw wherever they went
— the busy markets and the new build-
ings gong upevErywhere.“We saw lens
of small brick factories with clay piled
on one side of the building — fin-

1shed bricks coming out the other side.™

The swength of the work ethic in
China compared to Russian  aitiudes
MacLaren,

remarked, *You know, in Califomnia
murm;e would be covered by houses

“Ihl got me 1o thinking of whai
could happen 1o the beautifuol seting of
this Lown,” Mr. Pope recalls. Hebegan
looklnlimuaepounbﬂiusdmab-

be an insyument for preserving the
area's scenic beauty.

Atabout the same time Bill Morrill,
ayoung IBM lawyer, had moved 10
the arca and, at the invitation of the
Berkshire-Litchficld Environmental
Council, he began 1o organize opposis
tiontoapower development in Canaan
planned by Northeast Utilides that
would have flooded thousands of sce-
mic areas in the adjoining town.

Mlxrill.:om joined in mak-
prelimnary plans for a land trust
Mikh Finlay, then president of the
Salisbury Assoclation, offered Lo set
wp the trusi s a branch of the associa-
tion, thereby simplilying the neces-
sary legalites involved.

-One of the first steps was 1o contact
The Open Space Institute in New
informa-
won. Next, an invitation was issued to
a speaker from the Qreenwich Land
Trust in Southem Connecticut, one of
the first and most successtul of the
land preservation organizations in the
nation,

The speaker explained how the
Greenwich Land Trust had acted to
preserve the Mianus Gorge,
off as a branch of the Greenwich
Audubon Society, which already had
an estblished tax exemption. A
the Greenwich Land Trust affiliated
with The Nature Conservancy, which
works nationwide Lo preserve impor-
tant natural sites.

The Land Trust followed
a similar path, using The Nature Con-
scrvancy 1o receive its earliest
until the land trust became part of
Salisbury Association, and could qual-
iy for tax cxemption in its own’

See TRUST, Page Al4

+ ~ ByTIM FITZMAURICE
Staff Reporter

LAKEVILLE — The long-stand-
ing village parking shortage was re-
solved in last week with Lhe
completed renovation of space in Bi-
eentennial Park,

A stone wall fronting the park has
been removed loexpand a narmow lane
belund the commercial Factory

ing o a Natrectangular space yield-

The Faclory business complex where

m:hk:wluﬂmstmwmnﬂm’

shops are

“No Pa:lli.n llyu have been
posted on both of nearby Halley
Street to discourage congestion, bul
the prohibiuon was rarely enforced
except during mowstomns when the
narrow surect must be cleared for lown
snowplow access.

The town owns and maintains the
new public parking lot, which will be
paved in the near future,

Peter Olver, owner of The Factory

See PARKING, Page A14

Farmers

L “You would see -

these heavily loaded vehicics built like
les the

would have 1o be behind pushing.”
See CHINA, Page A14

ycles except the™back wheel was
behind a big box fullof heavy cabbages
and someumes the wife and children

FHOTOGRAFH By CHARLOTTE RRIU
MALCOLM MAC LAREN
Seeing Chuna's Problems First Hand



