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TOWN OF SALISBURY
CONNECTICUT

P Box 548
Salisbury. Connecticut 06065

Conservation Commission

Town of Salisbury, Conservation Commission, Application for Regulated Activity Permit
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Michael W. Klemens
14 Red Mountain Road
Lakeville, CT 06039
February 2, 2024

TO: Salisbury Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission

In RE: Permit for regulated activity 14 Red Mountain Road

Dear Chair Burcroff and members of the IWWC:

The following is a narrative to accompany my application and the photo deck (which is also a part of this
application).

| purchased the property in July 2023 with the intention to build a single level home.

The old house was demolished in January 2024. The lag in demolition was necessitated by the need to
assess the presence of asbestos and remediate it prior to demolition. This has all been conducted in
accordance with State and Town requirements. Those assessment and remediation documents should
be on file in the Building Department office as a requirement of the demolition permit. | initially hoped
that the house could be partially saved—the second floor removed and the first floor expanded, but
once all the trees and vines were cleared off of the house, it was deemed unsafe and not salvageable, as
its cinder block foundation was collapsing into the basement. The house did not have its own well,
receiving water from the adjacent house at 20 Red Mountain Road.

When a complete demolition occurs, while the footprint of the structure is grandfathered, TAHD
requires that a de novo septic be installed. As per the subdivision that was approved both by PZC and
IWWC the location of the new septic system was to be on the hill on the east (opposite) side of the
swale. It was determined that the lower area of the lot could not sustain a septic system that met
today’s standards.

| evaluated the feasibility of building on the old footprint, but that was rejected for several reasons,
including that the septic effluent would need to be pumped uphill, passing under the swale to the TAHD
approved leech field.

As the utility connection box is located on the east side of the swale, along the driveway of Red
Mountain Properties LLC these lines would also have to run downhill crossing the swale to reach the old
house site. This would result in two swale crossings—one for the septic and one for the electricity and
cable.

The prudent and feasible alternative to this was to cross the swale with a driveway at its lowest point,
adjacent to an existing culvert crossing on the lands of Red Mountain Properties LLC, and to then place



the house on the east side of the swale where it could access utilities, septic, and well, without crossing
downhill over the swale.

As part of your subdivision approval, the IWWC requested that each of the subdivided lots come back to
you with a development plan showing the location of the house and access to it, as well as proposed
septic and well locations.

I trust that this explains the decision- making process and alternative evaluations that have taken place
to get us to this point.

ichael W. Klemens
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Statewide Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Activity Reporting Form

Please complete this form in accordance with the instructions on pages 2 and 3 and mail to;

DEEP Land & Water Resources Division, Inland Wellands Management Program, 79 Elm Street, 3" d Floor, Hartford, CT 06106

Incomplete or incomprehensible forms will be mailed back to the inland wetlands agency.
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