HISTORIC DISTRICT ENABLING STATUTEv
Connecticut General Statutes
Revised to January 1, 1981

Sec. 7-147a. Historic districts authorized. Definitions. (a) As used in
sections 7-147a to 7-147k, inclusive: “Altered” means changed, modified,
rebuilt, removed, demolished, restored, razed, moved or reconstructed:
‘‘erected’’ means constructed, built, installed or enlarged; ‘‘exterior
architectural features” means such portion of the exterior of a structure or
building as is open to view from a public strect, way or place; ““building” means
a combination of materials forming a shelter for persons, animals or property;
“‘structure™ means any combination of materials, other than a building, which is
affixed to the land, and shall include, but not be limited to, signs, fences and
walls; “‘municipality’” means any town, city, borough, consolidated town and
city or consolidated town and borough.

(b) Any municipality may, by vote of its legislative body and in conformance
with the standards and criteria formulated by the Connecticut historical
commission, establish within its confines an historic district or districts to promote
the educational, cultutal, economic and general welfare of the public through the
prescrvation and protection of the distinctive characteristics of buildings and
places associated with the history of or indicative of a period or style of
architecture of the municipality, of the state or of the nation.

(c) The legislative body of any municipality may make appropriations for the
purpose of carrying out the provisions of sections 7-147a to 7-147k, inclusive.

(1961, P.A. 430, S. 1, February, 1965, P.A. 221, 5. 2, P.A. 80-314,S. 1.}
Cited. 153 C. 160. Cited. 171 C. 199.

Sec. -7-147b. Procedure for establishment of historic district. Prior to the
establishment of an historic district or districts, the following steps shall be taken:

(a) The legislative body shall appoint or authorize the chief elected official of
the municipality to appoint an historic district study committee for the purpose of
making an investigation of a proposed historic district or districts. The legislative
body of a municipality which proposes to establish more than one district may
establish more than one committec if the proposed districts are not contiguous to
each other nor to any existing historic district. Each committee established under
the provisions of this section shall consist of five regular and three alternate
members who shall be electors of the municipality holding no salaried municipal
office. Such alternate members shall, when seated as provided in this section,
have all powers and duties of a member of the committee. If a regular member of
such committee is absent or has a conflict of interest, the chairman of the
committee shall designate an alternate to so act, choosing alternates in rotation so
that they shall act as nearly equal a number of times as possible. If any alternate is
not available in accordance with such rotation, such fact shall be recorded in the
minutes of the meeting.

(b) The historic district study committee shall investigate and submit a report
which shall include the following: (1) An analysis of the historic significance and

architectural merit of the buildings, structures, places or surroundings to L.
included in the proposcd historic district or districts and the significance of the
district as a whole; (2) a general description of the area to be included within the
district or districts, including the total number of buildings in each such district or
districts listed according to their known or estimated ages; (3) a map showing the
exact boundaries of the area to be included within the district or districts; (4) a
proposed ordinance or proposed ordinances designed to create and provide for the
operation of an historic district or districts in accordance with the provisions of
sections 7-147a to 7-147k, inclusive; (5) such other matters as the committee
may deem necessary or advisable.

(c) The historic district study committee shall transmit copics of its report to
the Connecticut historical commission, the planning commission and zoning
commission, or the combined planning and zoning commission, of the
municipality, if any, and, in the absence of such a planning commission, zoning
commission or combined planning and zoning commission, to the chief clected
official of the municipality for their comments and recommendations. In addition
to such other comments and recommendations as it may make, the Connecticut
historical commission may recommend either approval, disapproval,
modification, alteration or rejection of the proposed ordinance or ordinances and
of the boundaries of each proposed district. Each such commission, board or
individual shall deliver such comments and recommendations to the committee
within sixty-five days of the date of transmission of such report. Failure to deliver
such comments and recommendations shall be taken as approval of the report of
the committee.

(d) The historic district study committee shall hold a public hearing on the
establishment of a proposed historic district or districts not less than sixty-five nor
more than one hundred thirty days after the transmission of the report to cach
party as provided in subsection (c) of this section, except that, if all such parties
have delivered their comments and recommendations 10 the committee, such
hearing may be held less than sixty-five days after the transmittal of the report,
The comments and recommendations received pursuant to subsection (c) of this
section shall be read in full at the public hearing.

(e) Notice of the time and place of such hearing shall be given as follows: (1)
Written notice of the time, place and purpose of such hearing, postage prepaid,
shall be mailed to the owners of record of all real property to be included in the
proposed historic district or districts, as they appear on the last-completed grand
list, at the addresses shown thereon, at lcast fifteen days before the time set for
such hearing, together with a copy of the report of the historic district study
committee or a fair and accurate synopsis of such report. A complete copy of the
report, a copy of all recommendations made under subsection (c) of this section,
a map showing the boundaries of the area to be included in the proposed district
and a copy of the proposed ordinance shall be available at no charge from the town
clerk during business hours or shall be mailed, upon request, to any owner of
record of real property in the proposed historic district or districts with the notice
of the hearing; and (2) by publication of such botice in the form of a lega]
advertisement appearing in a newspaper having a substantial circulation in the
municipality at least twice, at intervals of not less than two days, the first not more



(b) The historic district commission may from time to time, by following the
procedure for creation of an historic district provided for in section 7-147b,
suggest that an historic district be enlarged or that additional districts be created.
Where additional property is to be included within an existing district, the owners

of such additional property shall vote pursuant to sutfsection (g) of section
7-147b.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 7-147b, the legislative body of
the municipality may enact amendments to the ordinance or ordinances of an
historic district established pursuant to sections 7-147a to 7-147k, inclusive, if
such amendments do not involve changing district boundaries or the creation of
new districts. No amendment shall be enacted until the substance of such
amendment has first been submitted to the historic district commission having
jurisdiction over the district afTected for its comments and recommendations and
either its comments and recommendations have been received or sixty-five days
have elapsed without receipt of such comments and recommendations. The
historic district commission may suggest amendments to the legislative body.

(d) The historic district commission established under the provisions of
sections 7-147a to 7-147k, inclusive, shall consist of five regular and three
alternate members, who shall be electors of the municipality in which the district
is situated holding no salaried municipal office. The ordinance may provide that
one or more of the members or alternates of the historic district commission shall
reside in an historic district. Such alternate members shall, when seated as
provided in this section, have all powers and duties of a member of the
commission. If a regular member of said commission is absent or has a conflict of
interest, the chairman of the commission shall designate an alternate to so act,
choosing alternates in rotation so that they shall act as nearly equal a number of
times as possible. If any alternate is not available in accordance with such rotation,
such fact shall.be recorded in the minutes of the mecting. The method of
appointment shall be fixed by ordinance. The appointments to membership in the
commission shall be so arranged that the term of at least one member chall expire
each year, and their successors shall be appointed in like manner for terms of five
years. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term and in the same manner as
the original appointment. The commission shall clect annually a chairman, a
vice-chairman and a clerk from its own number. Each member and alternate shall
continue in office until his successor is duly appointed. All members and
alternates shall serve without compensation. Any member or alternate may be
appointed for another term or terms.

(e} The historic district commission shall adopt rules of procedure not
inconsistent with the provisions of sections 7-147a to 7-147k; inclusive. The
commission may adopt regulations not inconsistent with the provisions of sections
7-147a to 7-147Kk, inclusive, to provide guidance to property owners as to factors
to be considered in preparing an application for a certificate of appropriateness.

() The historic district commission shall keep a permanent record of its
resolutions, transactions and determinations and of the vote of each member
participating therein.

(g) A copy of any ordinance creating an historic district adopted un
authority of sections 7-147a to 7-147k, inclusive, amendments to any suc
ordinance, maps of any districts crcated under scctions 7-147a to. 7-147
inclusive, annual reports and other publications of the historic district cogamissic
and the roster of membership of such commission shall be transmitted to tt
Connecticut historical commission. The historic district commission shall also fi
with the Connecticut historical commission at least once every year a bri
summary of its actions during that year, including a statement of the number ar
nature of certificates of appropriateness issued, any changes in the rnembership «
the commission and any other information deemed appropriate by the histor
district commission.

(h) The historic district commission may accept grants and gifts, emplc
clerical and technical assistance or consultants and incur other expenst
appropriate to the carrving on of its work, subjcct to appropriation by tt
municipality or receipt of such grants or gifts and may expend the same for suc
purposes.

(i) A municipality which has more than one historic district may establis
more than one historic district commission if the districts arc not contiguous.

() Any historic district commission established under this section ma
unless prohibited by charter, ordinance or special act: (1) Make periodic repor
to the legislative body; (2) provide information to property owners and othe:
involving the preservation of the district; (3) suggest pertinent legislation; (¢
initiate planning and zoning proposals; (5) cooperate with other regulator
agencies and civic organizations and groups interested in historic preservatios
(6) comment on all applications for zoning variances and special exceptions wher
they affect historic districts; (7) render advice on sidewalk construction an
repair, trec planting, strecet improvements and the erection ar alteration of publ:
buildings not otherwise under its control where they affect historic districts; (&
furnish information and assistance in connection with any capital improvemer
program invelving historic districts; (9) consult with groups of experts.

(1961, P.A. 430, S. J; P.A. 77-338, S. 2, P.A. 80-314,S. 3))

Cited. 153 C. 160. Cited. 171 C. 199,

Sec. 7-147d. Certificate of appropriateness: Parking areas. (a) No buildin
or structure shall be erected or alicred within an historic district until after a
application for a certificate of appropriateness as to cxterior architectural feature
has been submitted to the historic district commission and approved by sai
commission.

(b) No building permit for erection of a building or structure or for alteratio)
ol an exterior architectural feature within an historic district and no demolitio
permit for demolition or removal of a building or structure within an histori.
district shall be issued by a municipality or any department, agency or officia
thereof until a certificate of appropriateness has been issued. A certificate o
appropriateness shall be required whether or not a building permit is required.

b .

(c) The historic district commission may request such plans, elevations

specifications, material and other information, including in the case of demolitior



restoration of any building, structure, or exterior architectural feature altered or
demolished in violation of said sections or any regulation or ordinance adopted
under said sections. Regulations and orders of the commission issued pursuant to
said sections, or to any regulation or ordinance adopted under said sections, shall
be enforced by the zoning enforcement official or buildinf inspector or by such
other person as may be designated by ordinance, who may be authorized to
inspect and examine any building, structure, place or premises and to require in
writing the remedying of any condition found to exist thercin or thercon in
violation of any provision of the regulations or orders made under the authority of
said sections or of any regulation or ordinance adopted under said sections.

(b) The owner or agent of any building, structure or place where a violation of
any provision of sections 7-147a to 7-147k, inclusive, or of any regulation or
ordinance adopted under said sections has been committed or exists, or the lessee
or tenant of an entire building, entire structure or place where such violation has
been committed or exists, or the owner, agent, lessee or tenant of any part of the
building, structure or place in which such violation has been committed or exists,
or the agent, architect, builder, contractor, or any other person who commits,
takes part or assists in any such violation or who maintains any building, structure
or place in which any such violation exists, shall be fined not less than ten dollars
nor more than one hundred dollars for each day that such violation continuces;
but, if the offense is willul, the person convicted thereof shall be fined not less
than one hundred dollars nor more than two hundred fifty dollars for each day that
such violation continues. The superior court for the judicial district wherein such
violation continues or exists shall have jurisdiction of all such offenses, subject to
appeal as in other cases. Each day that a violation continues to exist shall
constitute a separate offense. All costs, fees and expenses in connection with
actions under this section may, in the discretion of the court, be assessed as
damages against the violator, which, together with reasonable attorney’s fees,
may be awarded to the historic district commission which brought such action.
Any funds collected as fines pursuant to this section shall be used by the
commission to restore the affected buildings, structures, or places to their
condition prior to the violation wherever possible and any excess shall be paid to
the municipality in which the district is situated.

(1961, P.A. 430, S. 10. P.A. 73-473, S. 4, P.A. 14-183, S. 166, 291; P.A. 76-430, §. 145, 681, P.A. 78-280, S. 1, 127: P A.
80-314, 5. 8.)

Cited. 153 C. 160. Cued. 171 C. 199.

Sec. 7-147i. Appeals. Any person or persons severally or jointly aggrieved by
any decision of the historic district commission or of any officer thereof may,
within fifteen days from the date when such decision was rendered, take an appeal
to the superior court for the judicial district in which such municipality is located,
which appeal shall be made returnable to such court in the same manner as that
prescribed for other civil actions brought to such court. Notice of such appeal shall
be given by leaving a true and attested copy thereof in the hands of or at the usual
place of abode of the chairman or clerk of the commission within twelve days
before the return day to which such appeal has been taken. Procedure upon such
appeal shall be the same as that defined in section 8-8.

(1961, P.A. 430, S. 11, P.A. 76-436, S. 282, 68); P.A. 78-280, S. 1, 127; P.A. 80-314, S. 9.)

Sce Sec. 51-197b.
Cited. 153 C. 160. Cited 171 C. 199.
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Sec. 7-147j. Exempted acts. Delay of demolition. (a) Nothing fn secu.
7-147a to 7-147k, inclusive, shall be construed to prevent the ordin:
maintenance or repair of any exterior architectural feature in the historic dists
which does not involve a change in the appearance or design thered!: nor
prevent the erection or alteration of any such feature which the building inspec:
or a similar agent certifies is required by the public safcty because of a conditi
which is unsafe or dangerous due to deterioration; nor to prevent the erection
alteration of any such feature under a permit issued by a building inspector
similar agent prior to the effective date of establishment of such district.

(b) Ifabuilding in an historic district is to be demolished, no demolition sh.
occur for ninety days from issuance of a demolition permit if during such time ¢
historic district commission or the Connecticut historical commission
attempting to find a purchaser who will retain or remove such building or who w
present some other reasonable alternative to demolition. During such ninety-d:
period the municipality may abate all real property taxes. At the conclusion
such ninety-day period, the demolition permit shall become effective and t}
demolition may occur. Nothing in this section shall be construed to mandate th
the owner of such property sell such property or building.

(1961, P.A. 430, S. 6: 1963, P.A. 600, S. 3; P.A. 80.314, $. 10.)

Cited. 153 C. 160. Cited. 171 C. 199, '

Sec. 7-147k. Prior districts unaffected. Validation of prior creations ar
actions. Nonprofit institutions of higher education excluded. (a) Tt
provisions of sections 7-147a to 7-147k, inclusive, shall in no way impair th
validity of any historic district previously established under any special act or th
general statutes. Any and all historic districts created under the general statute:
prior to October 1, 1980, otherwise valid except that such districts, district stud
committees, municipalities or officers or employecs thereof, failed to comply wit
tr_le requirements of any general or special law, and any and all actions of suc
districts or historic district commission, are validated.

(b) The provisions of sections 7-147a to 7-147k, inclusive, shall not apply t
any property owned by a nonprofit institution of higher education, for so long a
a nonprofit institution of higher education owns such property.

{1961, P.A. 430, 5. 12; P.A. 80314, S, 11.)
Cited. 171 C. i99.

Secs. 7-1471 and 7-147m. Method of balloting; eligibility to vote; ballotin,
on prior districts. Sections 7-1471 and 7-147m are repealed. ’

(1963, P.A. 600, S. 4, 5; 1971, P.A. 3331972, P.A. 127.5.8; P.A. 75-158; P.A. 78-285; P.A. 80-314, 5. 12))





